A Mission to the United States

Washington and Hatzfeldt to Buenos Ayres. They have both
got back and say it was merely time wasted ; they had heen
able to do nothing, hatred of the Germans was such they had
been refused admittance to clubs and society. They returned
furious from their unsuccessful mission. It was an absolute
fiasco. The violation of Belgian neutrality was the reason.

General Kluck, the General who rushed his troops to
Paris so quickly, is no longer in favour. He will be dismissed
one of these days. The Emperor has given orders that no
volunteers under the age of twenty-one are to be accepted,
and children of seventeen are not to be sent to the front.

To-day we hear that the German colony in China has
been seized by the Japanese, who have got hold of a lot of
material and taken the numerous German garrison prisoner.
Berlin has a sombre appearance to-day. Faces are long and
there is no room for smiles.

Berlin, nth November, 1914.

I wish you were mistaken in your views about the probable
duration of the war. I think your distance from the events
which we are enduring makes you unable to realise the need
for putting an end to all this carnage. Here they've muzzled
the Press and people's mouths so successfully that complaints
are not as yet being heard outside. They're very real none-
the-less and things are certainly not going as well at General
Headquarters as they might wish. Moltke put aside;
Falkenhayn appears to have done no better, and for the
last two days people have been saying that the Emperor
himself has now taken command ! !

Berlin, 2$th November, 1914-

My daughter has arrived and what she tells me about
Vienna isn't edifying.    They are convinced of final victory,